
  

 

Job advertisement 
Closing date: 30 November 2024 
 

Position Available: Research Assistant (m/f/d) 
Institute of Biodiversity, Chair of Aquatic Geomicrobiology, Faculty of Biological Sciences, 
Friedrich Schiller University Jena 

We invite applications for a full-time Research Assistant position, initially for a fixed term of 
3 years, with the potential for extension. 

We are looking for a motivated and experienced researcher to join our dynamic, 
internationally networked group in the field of geomicrobiology. Candidates with expertise 
in functional microbiome research and "multiomics" or "integrative omics" approaches, 
particularly those skilled in high-throughput techniques and/or stable isotope probing, are 
encouraged to apply. The role focuses on investigating microbial interactions in aquatic and 
terrestrial habitats. 

As part of the Cluster of Excellence ‘Balance of the Microverse’, we expect you to be willing 
to participate in ongoing large-scale projects and to successfully acquire third-party funding. 
We offer you a scientifically excellent and collegial environment with access to first-class 
infrastructure and diverse opportunities for co-operation. 

Your responsibilities: 
• Teach courses (in German and English) in the fields of Biology and Biogeosciences (4 hours 

per week), including Bachelor's and Master's level programs 
• Develop a small research team within your area of geomicrobiology expertise 
• Supervise students and doctoral candidates 
• Conduct independent research with the possibility of working towards a habilitation 

 
Your profile: 

• PhD in microbiology, bioinformatics, biogeochemistry, or a related field 
• Several years’ experience in high-throughput techniques (e.g., NGS, (meta-)genomics, (meta-

)transcriptomics, (meta-)proteomics) 
• Proficiency in bioinformatics, including pipeline development (Python/Perl/R) 
• Experience in stable isotope probing techniques and Raman spectroscopy 
• Solid knowledge of microbial physiology, biochemistry, and cultivation is beneficial 
• Strong team skills, initiative, and a proven record of innovative research 
• Excellent communication skills and fluency in English, both written and spoken 
• Strong publication record in leading international journals 

 
We offer: 

• Attractive fringe benefits, e.g. capital formation benefits (VL) and an occupational pension 
(VBL) 

• A stimulating role at a leading German university, with opportunities for personal growth and 
professional development 

• Access to health programs and a family-friendly work environment with flexible hours 
• Remuneration based on the provisions of the Collective Agreement for the Public Sector of 

the Federal States (TV-L) at salary scale E13 — depending on the candidate’s personal 

https://www.microverse-cluster.de/en/


 

 

qualifications—, including a special annual payment in accordance with the collective 
agreement 

• 30 days of vacation per calendar year plus two days off on December 24 and 31 
 
Candidates with severe disabilities will be given preference in the case of equal qualifications and 
suitability. 
 
Are you eager to work with us? Then please submit your application by 30 November 2024 via email 
to the following address aquat.geomikrobiologie@uni-jena.de.  
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